XOTZ5 o:-- : ' : * ting of thz 

NATiC.\A_, S^CorLLT Y COUNCIL, 



AUGUST 20, 1963 



THOSE ATTENDING THZ MEETING WERE: • -""n 



The ?residc.-it ^'^ -^3::ji]Q___^ 

Secretary Rusk — ^ . VR. \ 



General Wheeler 
CL-i. Director Helms 
The Vice President 
Ambassador Bail 
Wait Rostow 
Leonard Marks 
Gecr^e Christian 
Tom Johnson 



Secretary Riisk: This surprises nne. 

Secretary CLiiiord : Ic does me too. 

General Wheeler: Ambassador 3ohlen was uneasy about this. 

CL\ Director Helms : This was what their big nr.eeting svas about today. 

Walt Rsstcv/ : The evidence is: V.'irh n r 5 - .•; 

f-' : - . . - :hem back. (3) 
(4) Maneuvers 




Hungary. Bulgaria and USSR Troops have 



CIA Director H.l^.- On 14 August exercise started. 



25 aircraft into Poland 

oO aircrait into border area 

30 aircratt e.-.tered Czechoslovakia 

.-1.1. c. a.,. 30 m Czechoslovakia 

13 in S. W. Pola.-.d 
44 in central Fbla.id 

3^ra3uc con::estic radio teils people not to resist. 
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— dcr.;: i as.<cc vou -.o come .-.ere oecacse oz :.-.e i.^r-r. ' 

lii". r.oiirs. Arr.oassacor Dobr/nin called me late loda.',- .,.:r. a very 

"ui-gcr.: " message. He read ;r-om a long-hand note. (IXSZ?.T A) 

I told him wc would give it our attention. He said the/ were invading 
Czechoslovakia because the Czechs had asked them to coma in. 

1 r.cz.i'.ed the Secretary c: ^-.z.i and called th:s NSC meeting to analyze 
these actions and try to determ.ine what our national interest is. 



It is one country invading another Ccrr.miir.ist country. It ; = 
There is danger in aggression anywhere. 



We need to give immediate thc--r.t :o t.ming oi m.eef.ng \v\i- Soviets, T.-.e 
agenda is m.ore fvill now than betore. We must discuss all problem.s before 
us. Is October agreeable or should we meet earlier. 



There are serious questions: (1) Can we talk now after this. (2) 
Does our presence look as though we cor.done this m.ovemer.t. 

It demonstrates the difficulty the platform ccm.mitiee has in working o-t 
strategy at the Hilton Hotel. What do we do? 



i ac re:a : 



Ru s k : First, I am. surprised by the tim.ing of t 



>^-3 action 



I am. 



disappointed, particularly in light of their favorable m.es sages on (I) 
nuclear explosion (2) strategic m.issile talks (3) your m.eeting. This 
shows they hold the USA m contem,pt. 

Walt Rostow : Read FBIS 07 Bulletin (INSERT 3) 

Secretary Rusk: We do not know yet if the Czechs will raise a voice. 
There is not a great deal we can do if they don't. We could support the 
Czechs in the United Nations and through USLA. I: we do they can put 

•.-cssure on the West, particularly Berlin. Kruschev callec 5eri:r. 
..-.e testicles of the West and when he wanted to create press^ra ho 
scueercc there. 

5jcre:arv Rusk: Draft reply to Dobrynin read. 

V; a hivo 2. pi^blic problem as well. We must decide what :■ - ; _ •. , . 

and poiic-.cal force wc should bring to bear. The big qucs ; .j :he 

Czecn reaction will be. I would not move ahead in next day or so. 

The President: We should talk :o Dobryr.;.-. :o.-..-.-it. 

Secretary Rusk: For the press to know I call him in to give him our 
views it will be good to position ourselves publicly. 



COPY LBJ LIBRARY 



- 3 - 



r 



Walt Rostow : There are two points in Rusk's statement. 

The President: I am amazed that Dobrynin told me it was at the request 
of the Czech government and the Czech government was never told. 

We must talk to him about the other announcement. 

The President: We reviewed information and information given by 
Ambassador Oobrynin. 

The President instructed Rusk lo ask Dobryain in to discuss this ir^ner. 
The Secretary could say: 

(a) Astonished at this news. 

(b) Not opportune time to make announcement tomorrow. 

Tell allies we are dismayed and outline what shoixld be anticipated. 

Secretary Clifford : They had first meeting. It seemed to go well. 
They had a meeting of the Warsaw Pact countries. 

I am not clear as to the reason the Soviets took this action. 



The President : We have been fearful that they lost so much face they 
had to return. They could not stand to move in until the other ducks were 
in a row. 



CIA Director Helms : It is not what has happened but what has not 
happened. They wanted to see if the Czechs would clamp down on the 
press. They did not. 

The President; Wasn't this hard to swallow? 

CIA Dir ector Helms ; Yes. Military exercises were designed to see how 
the troops could move in. 

The President :Should the Secretary talk to Dobrynin tonight? 
CIA Director Helms; Yes. 

Secretary Clifford: Czechoslovakia is just one piece on the chessboard. 
This march will have effects on Poland, Bulgaria, Runnania and Hungary. 
We must visualize what effect this will have on other countries. 
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Clifford : I agree 



we have to speak to Eobryr.:.-,. V/ 



Secrgta-r 

delay this announcement. 

inen tnis oombshell. 
Secretary Clifford : It may be that Supreme Soviet rumblings caused :h.s. 

Ambassador Ball: They have bo..-, concerned about the -..-e-^- s -^u-. 

r-:^'- ^r?^"" ^""^ destroying the relat;onsh.pwi;h 

This occurred just before the De.nocratic convention, just as Hungarian 
'.nvasion occurrec before electior.. 

We can't be idle in the U.nited Xa-....-.. ^bout this. 

Genera: \Vheeler: There is no military action we c*n take. We do not 
nave tne lorces to do it. 



This approach ; : leal to the Nth degree. They have had C?X 
exercise and troo.:;s on the border. I think this message is an insult 
to the United States, 

They say keep your hands off. 

Dean (Secretary Rusk) should say the future course of US-USSR relations 
depends on how this is handled. 

The President: A. Do we send for him.? B. Do we say no ^r.r.ou.-ce- 
ment? C. Do we say we are utterly dismayed by it. D. Ca.nnot 
reconcil his statement with other statements we've received. 

Secretary Ruskj Czechoslovakia is 3rd arms supplier to Vietnam. 
Ceneral Wheeler: That is because l..^/ were told to. 

gec^etarv CUftord : Budgets to the heart of th.s matter. Thev m^y 
oe sincerely conciUatory. Suppose there is no combat. Suooose 
...ere is a puUout. They had a lot of troops in there two weeks' ago. 

C/'J ^ syTr.pa:.-i2e with General Wheeler's views. We do not 

^ikVar^"' - 2. Tell him we won't 

maKe announcement. 3. Tell him we asked Council to meet. 

t.ne he.rt of the Commumsc revolution. All you can do -is snort and talk. 
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